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JOHN, DUKE or ATHOL. 


HE ISLE OF MANN, although ſituated in the centre of 


three Britiſh kingdoms, was never annexed to any. From 


the earlieſt times, It formed a ſmall independent State, 


inhabited by a diſtinct race of people, governed by laws 
bearing no reſemblance to thoſe of England, Scotland, or Ireland: 
different language, lineage, manners, and an inſular ſituation, 
detached entirely the natives from the ſurrounding nations before 
they became commercial, It is mentioned by Cæſar; it is ſaid to 
have been the laſt refuge of the Druids; and, however the revolu- 
tions of time may have diminiſhed the value and conſequence of 
this little kingdom, its Princes made a conſiderable figure during 
the Saxon Heptarchy : ancient caſtles yet remaining prove their 
power and magnificence in theſe and ſubſequent ages. 
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The Princes of Mann were ſucceſſively rendered tributary to 
Norway, Scotland, and England. In the time of King Edward 
the Firſt, the line of native Sovereigus appears to have exiſted, and 
governed this Ifland ; and although, on their extinction, the Engliſh 


Crown appropriated to itſelf the paramount Sovereignty, it never 


interfered in the government of the Iſland, but only transferred the 
regal power of the native Princes to thoſe of its own ſubjects, 
whoſe eminent merit deſerved a reward, the higheſt | a Potentate 
could beſtow. | 


Edward the Second granted this little kingdom to the Earl of 
Cornwall his favourite, and afterwards to Lord Beaumont, cum 
omne dominio, et juſtitia regali. In 1390 it was in the poſſeſſion of 
Lord Scroope, who, adhering to Richard the Second, forfeited the 
Iſland to King Henry the Fourth: that Monarch, in his grant of it 


to Henry Piercy, Earl of Northumberland, recites, that he claimed 


it not by right, but by conqueſt. In the fifth year of Henry the 
Fourth, the Earl of Northumberland was attainted of treaſon, and 
this honourable principality was beſtowed by Henry on that accom- 


pliſhed ſoldier and ſtateſman Sir John Stanley, anceſtor of the 
Derby family, from whom the Duke of Athol inherited by deſcent 


in the female line. The title of King is ſaid to have been firſt 
waved by Thomas, Earl of Derby, in the reign of Edward the 
Fourth; and his ſucceſſors thereafter ſtiled themſelves Lords of 
Mann and the Iſles, but without any diminution of their regal 


authority. 


In order to determine ne family diſputes, and for a pecuniary 
conſideration paid by William, Earl of Derby, King James the Firſt, 
in the ſeventh year of his reign, re-granted the Ifle of Mann to that 
Earl; and in the fame year an Act of Parliament was paſſed, 
intituled, An Act for aſſuring and eſtabliſhing the Ifle of Mann.” 

| This 


55 


This Act is introduced with this ſingular preamble : That the Earl 


and his anceſtors had for many ages paſt, ever ſince the ſeventh year 
of the reign of King Henry the Fourth, held and enjoyed the Ifle, 
Caſtle, and Lordſhip of Mann, with all their rights, members, and 
appurtenances, as their own proper inheritance ; and to the end the 
ſame might continue in the name and blood of the ſaid Earl fo long 
as it ſhall pleaſe Almighty Gop, it was enacted, That the ſaid Ifle 
ſhould for ever thereafter be held and enjoyed by the faid Earl and 
his heirs, quietly, freely, and clearly, againſt his Majeſty, his heirs, 
and ſucceſſors, under the tenure, rents, and ſervices reſerved ; with 
a reſtraint of alienation upon the ſeveral perſons appointed to ſucceed 
under the Act. 


This cragniflcent grant, both- in the Lets Patent, and Act of 
Parliament, is made in the moſt general and comprehenſive terms. 
The ſovereignty and abſolute property of the Ifland, with all its 
dependencies ; the patronage of the biſhoprick, and all eccleſiaſtical 
benefices; all the greater and leſſer regalities, all caſtles, abbies, 
. wrecks, the dominion and profits of the land, 
the ſhores, the ports, and the ſeas, belonging to this Iſland; all 
_ civil, criminal, eccleſiaſtical, and naval juriſdiction; are conveyed 
and aſſured by Parliament, without exception or reſerve ; nay, the 
right of the Crown i is expreſsly and anden barred. 


The Government of this little ſubordinate kingdom was compoſed 
of three eſtates: Firſt, the Lord, who retained the right of its 
ancient Kings, in affenting to, or rejecting laws; exerciſing an 
appellate juriſdiction, coining money, and other regal prerogatives ; 

ſecond, the Governor and Council; and, third, the Keys, who are 
the Repreſentatives of the Commons. Their triple concurrence 


made Jaw ; but the abſolute power, both of legiſlation and govern- 


ment, may be ſaid to have remained with the Lord; for without 
A 2 - his 
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his concurrence no law could paſs. He named the Biſhop and 
inferior clergy ; he appointed and diſplaced at pleaſure the Governor 
and all civil and military Othcers of the Iſland, whom he paid from 
his own revenues, 
| 4 

The property of the ſoil was his, which he granted anciently to 
tenants; and it was not until 1703 that eſtates of inheritance were 
fixed upon payment of certain quit-rents and contingent fines. 


He appointed all Judges, civil and criminal ; and maritime proceſles 


and decrees were executed in his name: he pardoned criminals, 
coined money: he received, beſides the land-rents, all cuſtoms 
upon imports and exports, and the profits of all ſeizures made 
within the Iſle and its dependencies : fiſheries, regalities, mines, 
unappropriated lands, ſea-ports, eſcheats, forteitures, treaſure trove, 
tolls, cuſtoms, caſtles and forts, were his excluſive property; and 
no juriſdiction of Judges in England, Scotland, or Ireland, extended 
to his Iſland; nay, the King's writs had no effect there. In his 
Court of Tinwald, the Lord fat in a chair of ſtate, under a royal 
canopy, with his ſword borne before him: his Barons, viz. the 
Biſhop and Abbots, with the reſt in their degrees, fat beſide him; 
his beneficed men, and Deemſters or Judges, ſat before him; 
his yeomanry and gentry in the third degree, and the twenty-four 
Keys in their order; the Commons ſtood without the circle, with 
three clerks in their ſurplices; and he was guarded by his military 
eſtabliſhment, horſe and foot: in general, every act of dominion 
was conſtantly exerciſed by the Lord, and his Officers, not only in 
the ſea- ports, but in the teas adjacent; and all royal ith, wrecks of 
the ſea, and the like, were his * 


On the death of James, tentk Earl of Dai: in 1736, without 


iſſue, James, Duke of Athol, grandſon of Amelia Sophia Stanley, 
daughter 


t 


daughter of James the ſeventh Earl of Derby, became entitled to the 


Ifle of Mann, which at his death, on the 8th of January, 1764, 
devolved to Charlotte Ducheſs of Athol, his daughter, and to John 


Duke of Athol, her hutband, father and mother of the preſent 
Duke. This noble and ſplendid inheritance was, the following 
year, purchaſed from her, and the Duke her huſband, for {.70,000 


and, by authority of Parliament, re-veſted i in the Crown of Great- | 


Britain. 


It will be proper to W for what purpoſe ſuch a purchaſe 
was made. 


The laws of the Ifland had eſtabliſhed a bos of rates, payable 
to the Lord, for various enumerated commodities : all other goods 
paid a duty of 27 per cent only, ad valorem, upon importation. 


As this trifling duty bore no proportion to the duties paid on the 
fame articles imported into Great-Britain and Ireland, the vicinity, 
and centrical ſituation of the Iſland, rendered it extremely probable 


that goods imported there, at theſe low duties, might, as oppor- 
tunities occurred, be landed clandeſtinely in the neighbouring King- 


doms ; and indeed this, upon trial, was Hund to be effected with 


ſuch facility, and to ſuch an amount, that, upon the Right 
Honourable the Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury making 


a minute inveſtigation' in 1764, the loſs to the revenue of the 


' Britiſh Kingdoms, from ſuch illicit practices, was ſtated to amount 
to the enormous ſum of /. 350,000 annually. . 


So great a loſs to the Country, owing to the nature of the 


eſtate which an individual poſſeſſed, could not be overlooked by 
any Lords of the Treaſury, conſiſtently with what they owed to the 


Public at large; and therefore they thought it their duty, decidedly 
and 
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25 July. 1764. 


[ 1 
anc immediately, to enter into terms with the Duke and Ducheſs 


of Athol, for the ſile % fuch parts of their pr operty as might 
enable the Crown to annihilate thoſe illicit practices. 


The Lords Commiſſioners of the Tn therefore, wrote to 
the Duke of Athol, 25 July, 1764, informing him © that they were 


ready to treat for the purchaſe of the Iſle, or ſuch parts of his 


« rights there, as it ſhould be found expedient to veſt in the Crown, 
« for preventing the illicit trade carried on between the Hand and 
* other parts of His Majc/ly's dominions; and that they were ready 
* to receive a propolal from him for that purpoſe, ſpecifying what 
parts of his Grace's property, and rights of the Iſland, he was 


« diſpoſed to ſell, and pe value he put upon them.” 


Before the Duke of Athol, who Was at his ſeat in Scotland, had 


time to conſider, and return an anfiver to this letter from the Lords of 


17 Aug. 1764. 


29 Aug. 1764. 


the Treaſury, a compulſpry order of Council was iſſued, for ſtationing 
cutters and cruiſers in the harbours, and on the coaſt of the Iſle of 
Man ;—an order without precedent, much exceeding any thing in the 


21, 22, 23 and 24 ſections of the Act of the 12th of George the 
Firſt, chapter 28, or any of its powers, or views; and in direct 


violation of the Charters to the Lords of that Iſland, confirmed 
by Acts of Parliaments, and particularly vy the Act of Parliament 
of Settlement, * of James the Firſt. 


| The Duke's anſwer of 29th Auguſt, expreſſed his idea, © with 
«« regard to the ſale of the Iſland, to be the fame with that of the 
late Duke, who always declared that no temptation of gain could 
« induce him to give up fo ancient and honourable a birthright, 
„ which had been in the family near four centuries; but that, if it was 
«« eſteemed, upon full conſideration, an important point for His 
«« Majeſty's ſervice, and for the good of the Public, he was willing 
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to enter into a treaty for the diſpoſal of it; that, as he had been 
but a few months in poſſaſſion of the Je, and never, in the leaſt, 
turned his thoughts towards a fale of it, it was impoſſible for him 
to fix upon what he ſhould think an adequate price for a poſſeſſion 
ſo very conſiderable, both for honour and profit; and as he had 
never heard of any notion to purchaſe a part only, he did not 


underſtand what it was, and could therefore have no propoſal to 


make; but would always be ready to receive, with reſpect, any 
propoſal which ſhould come to him from their Lordſhips.“ 


To this their Lordſhips, on the 12th of September, replied, 
that, not having an opportunity of informing themſelves of the 


value of this poſſeſſion, they could not fix on a price, which, as 
Truitees for the Public, they might think themſelves authoriſed 


to propoſe ; but as his Grace had informed them that, when the 


purchaſe of the Iſland was, on former occaſions, under conſi- 


deration, the late Duke had given a true and preciſe {tate of the 


nature of the poſſeſſion, and of the revenue ariſing from it; they 


therefore deſired him, if he intended treating with them, to anne 
in like manner, an exact rental of the revenue; and, with reſpect 
to any cuſtoms, or import duties, which his Grace might receive, 
the ſeveral ſpecies of goods on which levied, the rates at which 
paid, and the annual amount of the duties ariſing from each ſpe- 


cies: and added, that they muſt know the nature, as well as 


value, of every branch of the revenue of the Ifland, before they 


could form any judgement of the price which ought to be paid 
for it, or could determine what part , his Grace's poſſeſſions in the 
Ijfland it would be nece Harp, or expedient, to purchaſe, in order 10 
ebtain the benefit for which fuch purchaſe was intended ; and this 
was what they meant by the propafat, in their former letters, of - 
purchaſing only a part of his Grace's property in the Ifiand ; that 


+ they were the more defiroun of obtaining this information in the 


„ fulleſt 


12Sept, 1764» 


A 
* 
8 4 
1 5 
1 
* 
31 
L 
, 
5 
= 
4 
* 
| . 
# 
; 
© \ 
N 
. 
* 


Ott. 1764. 


1 
« fulleſt manner, that Parliament might thereby be enabled to judge 
What terms it might be proper to allow.” 


The Duke, on receipt of this ſecond letter, came immediately to 
town, to be at hand to enter into any treaty for the purchaſe nd the 
Iſland. 


The following was what he propoſed as an anſwer; but, owing 


to his ſoon having an opportunity of a perſonal converſation with 


their Lordſhips, he thought it unneceſſary to fend it: however, it 
is here inſerted, as it tends to thew hs d. Nike 70 a partial ſale, which 
was afterwards carried into execution. 


Mr Lokps, | 
YOUR Lordſhips firſt commands, of the 25th of 
July, found me at my family-ſeat in Scotland, where I had an early 
call, and had taken up my refidence, almoſt from the time of the 
deceaſe of the late Duke of Athol, far removed from, and but little 
acquainted with the tranſactions of laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, and 
much lets ſo with the nature and circumſtances of the noble patri- 
mony which had ſo lately devolved upon me, in right of my Ducheſs, 
the late Duke's daughter : but my duty to the Public, and reſpect 


to your Lordſhips, made me embrace the earlieſt opportunity of 
giving your Lordſhips the little ſatisfaction in my power, by laying 
before you ſuch information as T had received, of the ſteps formerly 


taken, in conſequence of the Act 12 Geo. I. together with the 
ideas of the late Duke upon this head, and the correſpondence of my 


own with his. 


Your Lordſhips have again honoured me with your commands of 


the 12th of September, deſiring me to tranſmit you, 


« An 


E 


. exact and accurate rental of the revenue of the Iſle, ſpeci- 
« fying the ſeveral kinds of which it conſiſts, and the annual 
amount of each; and, with reſpect to any cuſtoms, or impott 
«© duties, which I receive, the ſeveral {pecies of goods on which 
<« they are levied, the rates at which they are paid, and the annua] 
« amount of the duties ariſing from each ſpecies reſpectively.” 


And this your Lordſhips are pleaſed to expreſs your deſire to 
obtain in the molt full and accurate manner. 


Your Lordſhips are pleaſed to add, that you muſt know, 


« The nature, as well as value, of every branch of the revenuc 


ce of this Iſland, before you can form any judgement of the price 
ce which ought to be paid for it; or can determine wha? part of 


my poſſeſſions in this Ifland, it may be neceſſary, or expedient, 
« to purchaſe, in order to obtain the benefit for Which ſuch pur- 
15 chaſe is intended.“ : 


Having received this ſecond letter, as well as the firſt, in Scot- 
land, my incapacity to give it any anſwer upon the ſpot, obliged 
me to deny myſelf that pleaſure till my return to my houſe in town, 
which I have anticipated, with that view, before my uſual time, in 
hopes to have found ſome lights amongſt the late Duke's papers, 
(for my late enjoyment of the Iſland has not yet ſupplied me with 
any) which might have enabled me to give your Lordſhips ſome 
ſatis faction: but I am ſorry to acquaint your Lordſhips with my 
diſappointment ; and that, ſo far from finding myſelf in a capacity 
to furniſh the particular accounts called for, with the preciſion and 
accuracy your Lordihips ſeem to require, I have not, as yet, received 
a fingle account from the Ifland fince my acceſſion to it; and am 
informed it will be ſome time before the ordinary returns from thence 
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can be cloſed, even to the late Duke's death. What has been in my 


power, I have performed ; I have intimated to my officers in the Iſle, 
your Lordſhips expectations; and have directed them to frame, and 


tranſmit me, by the firſt opportunity, the ſeveral accounts, accord- 
ing to your Lordſhips requiſition ; in which, I am pertuaded, they 
will not give the leaſt delay, but will be equally happy with myſelf 
in giving Fu Lordihips the earlieſt ſatisfaction. 


But your Lordſhips will give me leave to repeat my former 
ia 3, and to expreſs my hopes that our treaty way not be for a 
pariial purchaſe; that, if I muſt part with my poſſeſſions, it may 
be the entirety, and not any diſmembered branches of my revenue, 
or even the whole of them, ſeparate and diſtin& from the prero- 
gatives and lovereignty whilſt united, they add a value, ſecyrity, 
and ſupport tp each other; to divide, may tend to their mutual inſe- 
curity, and, perhaps, annihilation; nor will it, J much fear, an- 
ſwer the views of the Public, to erect inperium in lum perio.] 


The mention made, in my former letter, of the proximity and local 
circumſtances of the Iſland, was not intended as an objection moving 
from myſelf, but in conſequence of my delire to give your Lord- 
ſhips every poſſible information, to convey what little I had heard, 
as well as my own conjectures, of the ſentiments of the Noble Per- 
ſonages who had formerly conſidered this matter. The conſiderations 
are of a public nature; if erroneous, your Lordthips will eafily 
detect them; and what little weight they may have, will occur to 
your Lordſhips, much more forcibly than I can repreſent it. 


Pendin g | 


pectedly, brought into the Houte of Commons, January 21, 176 


4 

lier the treaty which the Lords Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
ſary had thus opened with the Duke of Athol, a Bill was, 34 unex- 
5 

which gave the Englith Officers of Cuſtoms a Exciſe, a general 
liberty of viſiting, ſearching, and ſeizing, even within the harbours, 
and on the coaſt of the Iſland; which laid a general prohibition on 
imports, of almoſt every kind, from the Britiſh Colonies, even as well 
as from England; which, if it did not prohibit, laid ſuch reſtraints on 
exportation, as to amount to a virtual prohibition, which ouſted the 
Lord's Courts of their juriſdiction, by ordering the merits of every 
£izure to be tried in a diſtant country. The Charters had given all 
forfeitures to the Lord—the Bill turned them into a different chan- 
nel ; and, though taken in the Lord's ſeas, or within his very har- 

bours, he v as not to receive one ſhilling from then. 


It would appear, from the nature of this Bill, that the anxiety of 
the Lords Commitlioners of the Treaſury to ſerve the Public, had 
made them overlook that attention to the property of an Individual, 
which they would otherwiſe have ſhown ; for this Bill went to take, 
by force, what the Treaty at that time opened with the Duke of 
Athol, under the ſanction of Parliament, went to purchaſe. 


Ji Biull was read twice in the TTouſe of Commons; Counſel were 
heard againſt it, in behalf of the Lord of the Hand. The Duke of 
Athol, having had no acceſs to know the true nature and extent of 
the Eſtate of the Ifle of Mann, as he had attained poſſeſſion of it 
hut a few moths, and that little time employ ed in ſettling his cſtates 
in Scotland, unfortunately for his family, thought it would be better 
to accept of any ſum of money which the Lords of the Treaſury might 
chooſe to give, than run the riſque (having a numerous family to 
provide for) of a Bill paſting, which went, in his opinion, to deprive 
him of the moſt valuable parts of his property, for na con/ideration 

; | | whatever, 
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„ 
zohatever. The Lords of the Treaſury offered C. 70, ooo: the Duke, 
although perfectly convinced in his own mind, from the little he 
knew of the Iſle of Mann, that Y. 70, ooo was, by no means, a com- 
penſation for an eſtate of fuch magnitude, as the following eſtimate, 
at that time given in, molt clearly ſhows : | 


[ESTIMATE of the Value of the ISLE of MAN 7), 
By FO HN, Duke of KT HO 


65. 


THE revenues of the Iſle of Mann, for nine years, from 1754 


to 1762, incluſive, amount to . 65, 40 15s. 2d. which, at a medium 
of years, is J. 7,226 156. od. per annum. This is chargeable with 


a quit-rent, payable to Sir M. Lamb, of . 101 15s. 11d. which 
being deducted, there remains . 7, 124 19s. Id. (The years 1763 
and 1764 will be much the ſame as the others, but are not ſet down, 
as an exact account of them has not, as yet, been received).— 


Nothing is deducted from the above ſum for officers ſalaries, as 


the having thoſe othces in his gift is an advantage to the Lord of 
the Ifle, by enabling him to make an handſome proviſion for ſundry 
friends, whole perquiſites are much more conliderable than their 
falaries. As the revenue of the Ifle of Mann is ſubject to no taxes or 
deductions whatever, it is hoped that 35 years purchaſe will be thought 
a reaſonable demand, which will amount to L. 249,373 9s. 4d. 


The Lord of the Ifland has in his gift, of eccle- 
ſiaſtic preferment, the Bithop, .. . . 400 


Archdeacoy, --. . VVV 


Fourteen parithes, at .25 each, . 350 


. 840 


FA) 


RICH a0 years gurchaſe, is 8400 0 © 


* 


Wo 
Brought over . 2 

The Iſle of Mann is a royal fief of England; and, 
conſequently, the Lord of the Iſle has the 
whole regal power veſted in his perſon : he 
makes laws, coins money, has the power of 
life and death, and does all other acts of 
ſovercignty that any other free ſtate can do. By 
his letters- patent from the Crown of England 


he has not only the ſovercignty by land, but 
is alſo Lord and Admiral of the ſeas round 
the Ifle. There can be no rule of valuation 
for this, unleſs it be the Scotch jurifdictions. 
The Duke: of Argyl's, which was, in 
reſpects, inferior to this, was valued at at, 009: 
this, at double, iI en oo EE RoooeD 0 


For the power of impoſing what duties the 
Lord of the Ifland chinkt fit., 


L. 299, 773 9 44} 


yet, under the 2 of this Bill, he acceded to their Lordſhips 
propoſal ; he made the offer hey directed; and the Iſle of Mann was 


re-veſted in the Crown. 


The preſent Duke can from his own knowledge allirm, that 
his Father always felt, with deep regret, the injury his family ſuf- 
| this (| nac 


tained, by the e Ms which the whole ol 
tion was carried on: when tbe Bill was 1 — over him in the 


Fouſe of Commons, he expreſſed his ſtron to ditanite from 
the honours of his family ſo ancient and princely a patrimony, 
cxceeding in dignity what any other Britih twajoot poonegen di 


27 Feb. 1765 


7 March, 1765. 


1 


dem. He admitted that illicit practices had been carried on from 
his Iland; he admitted that other men had abuſed his charters; but 


he declared, on his honour, that he had never given countenance, 


Preamble Act, 
James I. 


Encouragement, or protection, to ſuch abuſes : it was his with and 
deſire that Government might be able to ſuppreſs them; but he 
did not preſumeè to ſet his private feelings in competition with public 
utility : for the neceſſities of the State, or even for the projects of 


revenue, he was willing to pluck from his breaſt a predilection for 


this Iifland ; he was willing to part with what no other ſubject of the 
Britiſh dominions ever had to part with; and to give up his property 
lis rights—his honours, for the public good; he ſuppoſed that“ 77 7 
% Hnger pleaſed God the Iſland ſhould remain in his blood and name.” 


When his Country wanted it, of that Country he aſked an equiva- 


lent : to aſcertain that equivalent, he deſired Parliament to name their 
C emmiſſioners, appoint their own Aroitrators, to be themſefves his Arbi- 
trators: but time to inform himſelf of the value of his property 
was not granted ; no public valuation was made, nor neutral autho- 
rity interpoſed. A depriving Bill was held out to the Duke, with 
one hand—a ſum of money with the other. Thus compelled imme- 
diatcly to chooſe an alternative, under the preſſure of this Bill, and a 
numerous family to provide for, with a heavy debt, and two jointures 
on his property in Scotland, he was pelled to conclude a tranſaction, 
which he never approved, and which his ſpirits never recovered, 


Whenever the rights or eſtate of an individual claſh with 
the public good, the intereſt and predilection of that indivi- 
dual ought to give way; but then, in the words of Monteſquieu, 
*« when the Public has occaſion for the property of a citizen, it 
* ought never to act by the rigour of pelitical law, but in thoſe 
** caſes the civil law ought to prevail ;—the civil law, which looks 
„with the tenderneſs of a mother upon each individual, as much 
as upon the whole community.” And for private ſacrifices, 


the Public ought to give a fair, full, and even liberal equiyalent, 


In 


4 
In the caſe of the Iſle of Mann, the injury which the revenue 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland ſuſtained, from that ſpot being 
uſed as a depot for teas, ſpirits, and Eaſt-India goods, which were 
afterwards landed clandeſtinely in thoſe reſpective countries, amounted, 
as ſtated by reports from the Revenue Boards, to V. 350,000 an- 
nually. The value of goods and merchandiſe, on which there could 
be a loſs of /. 3 50, ooo, cannot be exaggerated when ſtated at 
L. 700,000, The duty of 2+ per cent, ad valorem, to the Lord of 
the Iſle, would, on this ſtatement, have been . 17, 500, excluſive 
of the articles imported for the fair conſumption of an Iſland con- 
tainining 30,009 inhabitants. But the average amount of the revenue 
ariſing to the Lord of the Ifle, from dutics on goods and ſpirits im- 
ported into the Iſle of Mann, both for carrying on the illicit trade 
complained of, and for the conſum ptio! 1 of the inhabitants, from the 
year 1754 to the year 1763, both incluſive, did not exceed £.5504 
yearly: it muſt therefore be a clear propoſition, either that the accounts 
which the Lords of the Treaſury received of the relative injury which 
the revenue ſuſtained, from the illicit practices of the Ifle of Mann, 
were exaggerated, or that the Lord of the Ifle was groisly wronged, 
by ſmuggling, even from the {mall duties payable to him there: there- 
fore, in juſtice, when twelve years purchaſe of the duties ſuppoſed to 
ariſe to him in the Itland, from the ſupport. of illicit practices, was 


held out to the Duke of Athol, it oug 2ht to have been proportioned 


to the amount of duties he was jn entitled to, on the quantity 
of goods and ſpirits which (agrecably to the reports of Com- 
miſſioners from the reſpective countries) were actually imported into 
the Iſle of Mann, or to a revenue which, if looked after, would 
infallibly have produced, according to that report, at leaſt V. 17, 500 
yearly ; and it will not be.ſaid that, had the Public purchaſed this 
revenue, at even 20 years value, and given . 359,000 to the family, 
Miniſters made a bad bargain, when Fae gained to the Britiſh 


revenue, by that purchaſe, C. 350,000 annually, 
| But 
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But, to give a more diſtinct idea of the relative loſs, which the 
ſale of the Iſle of Mann for . 70, ooo has occaſioned to the Athol 
family, it may be proper to enter into a ſhort detail. When to fo 
noble a property, and ſuch extenſive prerogatives, is added the great 
revenue which this Iſland yielded, or might with attention have 
been made to yield, the poſſeſſion of it becomes in a degree inva- 
luable. Not to go further back than 1703 (although it might 
ſtill be taken up higher); ſince that period the Lords of the Iſland 
had totally neglected it, and remained entire ſtrangers to the nature 
of the eſtate they held there : cvery thing was entruſted to a nume- 
rous eſtabliſhment of revenue, and other ſervants, who enriched 
themſelves; and, being without controul or inſpection, enormous 

abuſes may be cafily imagined to have taken place. 
The preſent Duke has been in the Ifland ; he has had acceſs to be 
acquainted with former miſmanagement ; he is completely ſatisfied 
that the actual revenue received from it by his family did not amount 
to one third of what it would have produced, had a proper attention 

been paid by the proprietors. 


But yet, under all theſe untoward circumſtances, the clear 
revenue in ſome years exceeded . 10,000. If a property totally 
neglected by the Lords for a period of 60 years yielded . 10,000, 

what would ſuch an eſtate duly looked after have been worth? It 

no doubt may be faid, with a conſiderable degree of juſtice, that 
that revenue was much increaſed from the Ifland being uſed as a 
depot, and that an individual had no right to profit by injuring the 
public. But let it be ſuppoſed, that the Lords Commiitioners of the 
Treafury had not hurried through the fale of the Ifle of Mann with 
ſo much precipitancy, but allowed the proprietor, whoſe earncft 
requelt it then was, time to viſit his eſtate, to inquire into its true 
value, and make himſelf maſter of the nature; extent, and fituation 

| Ot 
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of his property. It certainly mig aht! have been in his power to have 
pointed out to their Lordſhips ſome mode by which their wiſhes 


for the annihilation of illicit practices could have been effectually 
anſwered, without materially injuring the Duke's private eſtate; 


and he could have proved that the Ifle of Mann was capable, with 
proper attention, even after all illicit trade from it was annihilated, 
of yielding a revenue to his family perhaps much ſuperior to-any 
that had ever ariſen from the former irregular fources. For he 
would have diſcovered, in the firſt place, that he had been groſsly 


impoſed upon by the ſmuggling of goo ds, even from the ſmall 
| Bens ggluing 


duties payable to him as Lord of the lle e; he would alſo have ſeen 
that the relative loſs to the revenue of Britain and Ireland, from his 
Ifland being uſed as a depot, mult ſeriouſly awaken the attention of 
any Britith Adminiftration who turned their views to the public 200d. 


This would have led him to offer to relinquith ſuch parts of his 


' prerogative as had been found to encourage illicit trade, not for a 
ſum of money, but in exchange for ſome juſt and fair advantages by 
trade, or otherwiſe, to be given in equivalent to his ſubjects in the 
Iſle of Mann; or, e the Legitlature of the Iſland, he would 
have told them, t iat Great-Britain complaine ed that the Itland was 
made uſe of to he difady: antage of the revenue of the Three King- 
doms; that the attention of Government was ferioutly arouzed ; 
that, to prevent the miſchiefs ariſing from fo great a.difference of 
dutics, it was abſolutely neceflary to raiſe the duties on teas, brandy, 
and Eaſt-India goods, to an equivalent with Britiſh duties. 

| | | © | LY 

What might have been the conſeque! ice? Great- Britain, con- 
vinced of the diſintereſted and generous motives of the Lord and 
his people, would have liberally indemnified them for the loſs 
ſuſtained by ſuch a meaſure. To the people, advantage in trade 
would have been of the 1 0 importance; to the Lord, the rela- 
tive riſe of duties on articles for the conſumption of ſuch an increaſe 
of population and opulence as that extenſion muſt have brought 
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along with it, would have produced as great, in all probability, a 
ſuperior revenue to What any of his anceſtors had enjoyed; under 
this peculiar advantage, of having allayed the jealouſy of Great- 
Britain, and ſecured from all danger of accident, or confiſcation, a 
ſolid, permanent, and increaſing revenue, attended with higher 
honours, rights, and prerogatives, than any other. ſubject could 


boaſt of. 


The ſole oſtenſible view of the Lords of the Treaſury in annexing 
the Iſle of Mann to the Crown, was to annihilate ſmuggling. 
Whether the conſequent benefit to the Britiſh revenue amounted to 
L. 359,000 annually, as the Revenue Boards themſclves reported 
would be the caſe, can only be proved by having recourſe to the 
Cuſtom-houſe books of England, Scotland, and Ireland, fince that 
period: it is impoſſible to enter into any accurate detail on that 
head; although, from Tables of the Value of Britiſh Imports and 
Exports, publiſhed by Sir Charles Whitworth, great probability 
ariſes that the Britiſh revenue was benetited to a great amount by 
the ſurrender of the Iſle: he makes the total imports in 705, the. 
year of that ſurrender, exceed in value the former year . 525,000 ; 
next year the furplus was a million; in 17067 it amounted to 
/..1,200,000, and continued to advance afterwards, 


In 1765, by the ſame Tables, the imports from the Eaſt-Indies - 
exceeded that of 1764, . 300, ooo, in 1766 about . Soo, ooo, and 
continued increafing. But, be this as it may, what the Ifle of Mann 
has produced by fair trade, under a very limited importation, ſince 
the annexation, when it may be ſuppoſed that {muggling has been 
vey: e is capable of clear proof. 


Previous to o 1980, the revenue of the Iſle of Mann had incurred a 
debt of C. oo to Treaſury, expended in paying the eſtabliſhment, 
not including £.495 yearly paid out of the cuſtoms of Whitehaven. 
Indeed 
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Indeed it was impoſlible 4 revenue could well ariſe from an Iſland till 


under the ſcourge of the Act held over the Duke of Athol's family 


in 1765, paſſed immediately after the Reveſtment Act, and to which 
no Adminiſtration had paid the leaſt attention for 15 years after the 
reveſtment. When the Treaſury. found the eſtabliſhment of the 
Illand a load upon them, then Mr. Lutwidge, the Receiver-General, 

pointed out the propriety of granting ſome trifling relaxations, and 
increaſing ſome of the duties, that the Iſland might at leaſt pay its 
own eſtabliſhment. The duties then laid on were very trivial, the 
limited importation into the Ifland in fome inſtances ſtill unwiſe. 
Yet theſe ſmall duties on articles abſolutely neceffary for the con- 
ſumption of an Ifland containing 30,000 inhabitants, have in five 
years, from the year 1781 to the year 1786, the laſt incluſive, pro- 
duced 4,.21,894 17s. 10d. or . 4,378 195. Od. annually, at an 


average; and, on an average of the three laſt years, £.4,703 25. 5d. 


annually. - When to this is added . 474 14s. 11d. the average 


annual amount of herring and falmon fiſheries, and harbour Sins | 


(the two firſt of theſe taken, although manerial rights, from the 
family, and fince appropriated by Parliament to the maintenance of 
the harbour, &c.), for the laſt three years, the total amount will 
be J. 5, 177 175. 4d.; and there can be little doubt that, with a 
proper attention, the revenues of cuſtoms might produce . 7000 
annually. The expences of the civil eſtabliſhment of the Iſle of 
Mann, while it belonged to the Duke of Athol, amounted to about 


£.800 a year; the fame eſtabliſhment now coſts Government about. 


£.1200 a year, and the revenue eſtabliſhment about . 800, beſides 
what is paid from Whitchaven to officers ſtationed from thence in 
the Ifland, as what are called preventative officers ; ſo that the total 
expence paid by Great-Britain, for the government and revenue 
eſtabliſhment of the Iſland, amounts to /. 2000 per axrnum; which, 
ſet againſt an actual revenue of /. 5009, leaves 4.3000; and ſet 
againſt a probable revenue of £.7000, would leave a clear gain of 
J. 5000 a year. | 
* | Fhe 
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The ſam paid for the Iſle of Mann amounted to J. 70,000 (for 
the preſent Duke cannot compute an annuity for the lives of his 
father and mother on the Irith eſtabliſhment, given for J. 2000, 
and producing C. 1700 yearly, as this does not deſcend to him or 
his family): : this ſum was laid out in the purchaſe of lands in Scot- 
land, then producing little more than L. 2000 yearly, now about 
£.2,500. Inſtead of a ſurrender, had the Lord and his people 
agreed effectually to prevent all illicit trade, even without any 
advantages in equivalent given by Great-Britain, the preſent Duke 
would in all human probability have at this day enjoyed a revenue 
from the cuſtoms of the Iſland of about . 6000 a year; and, with 
the equivalent advantages to be expected in lieu of the ſuppreſſion of 
illicit trade, and from the extenſion of fair trade, it is not a viola- 
tion of probability to compute the above income at this day to have 
been doubled, perhaps tripled. 


To a revenue of this magnitude, thus ſurrendered by his family 
ſor . 7o, ooo, there ought in juſtice to be added, an eſtimate of all 
the prerogatives and honours which they relinquithed. 


No example occurs in the annals of mankind whereby to eſtimate 
the value of a diadem : but honours and titles of a far inferior 
nature are every day looked up to as the reward of a whole life ot 
ambitious exertion. Had unavoidable calamities brought the family 
of Athol to an alternative, either to part with this noble and ſplendid 
inkeritance, or their whole eſtates and fortunes as Britiſh ſubjects, 
the deciſion would have been no way ditlicult; although, in a 
pecuniary view, theſe might exceed what the Ile of Mann was 
worth, according to the moſt ſanguine computation, 


But, had the preſſure of hard neceſſity compelled them to offer 
to ſale this their dignity and prerogatives, as Lords of that Iſland, 
naattended with any revenue whatever, how eagerly would ſuch high 

and 
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and uncommon honours have been contended for by the ambition of 
Britiih Nobility ! It may be true, indeed, that the ſurrender of this 
Sovereignty, adding no additional luitre or importance to-the Crown 
of Britain, is not an object of computation in ſo far as that is con- 
cerned; but when neither neceſſity nor inclination impelled the 
family of Athol to part with ſuch high and ſplendid dignities, which 
were {cvered from them on the erroneous idea that their tenure was 
incompatible with the intereſts of the Britiſh kingdoms, the eſtima- 
tion ought to be of their value to the reſigners, not to the receiver. 


The Lord of Mann, by his ſubjects, his horſe and foot guards, 
fitting under a canopy of ftate, with his ſword and other inſignia of 
royalty, aſſenting to, or rejecting laws; was this an object of no 
value ? | | 


The appointing all Officers, both civil and military, in an Ifland 
containing 450 ſquare miles, and 30,000 ſubjects; was this of no 
importance? 


The coinage of money was ſurely of ſome value, beſides the 
enjoyment of ſuch a prerogative. 


The right of pardoning, and mitigating puniſhment, will be beſt 
eſtimated by the nobleſt minds. 


Forfeitures, eſcheats, wrecks of the ſea, ſeizures on the coaſts, 
and the property of the ſhores and ſurrounding ſeas, were what no 
ſenſible man would have withed to reſign without an equivalent. 
The property of his caſtles and forts were ſurely of ſome eſtimation. 


Was the ſovereignty over, and allegiance of, 30, ooo ſubjects, 
transferred at once from the Athol family to the Crown of Grcat- 
Britain, 


1 
Britain, with the advantages of their fortunes and induſtry, with all 
the increaſing revenue that may ariſe from theſe ſources; was this of 
ſinall or trivial importance: ? 


All theſe were however ſurrendered without computation, and 
without equivalent; indeed, they were ſo high and important, that 
computation and equivalent could ſcarcely py 3 to them: it Was 


hard to take them for nothing. 


Let it for a moment be ſuppoſed that the Athol family had not 
been poſſeſſed of eſtates and hereditary honours as Britiſh ſubjects, 
but only enjoyed the Lordſhip of Mann; and in that ſituation an offer 
had come from the Lords of the 'I'reatury to purchaſe therr indepen- 
gence, their ſubjects, and their revenue, for J. 70, ooo, could ſuch an 
offer have for a moment been ſeriouſly liſtened to? They would 
have an{wered—What! fall from the ſtation of independent Lords, 
poſſeſſed of a territory of nearly 450 ſquare miles, ſituated for fair 
trade in as advantageous a ſituation as the heart of man can deſire, 
inhabited by 30,000 ſubjects, yielding a revenue which, though 

appearing only 7 or L. 8000 yearly, yet in fact, within the Ifle of 
Mann, is equal to more than an eſtate of . 20,000 in any part of 
England; which, from the attention of the Lords of the Iſland to 
fair trade, to fiſheries, to manufactures, to agriculture, may be 
doubled, perhaps tripled ?—What ! part with all theſe honours, all 
theſe diſtinctions, all this revenue—and, finally, part with that rank 
and ſtation which we have hitherto held as Lords of a royal fief of 
England, a rank and ſtation derived by immediate lineal ſucceſſion 
through a period of near 400 years, the reward of the ſervices, and 
the monument of the virtues, of our anceſtors, granted by Kings, 
and confirmed by Parliament ?—Are we to forego this Lordſhip, | 
theſe honours, and ſuch an eſtate, for . 70,000 !—for G. 70,000 


fink into dependence and inſignificancy! It is impoſſible to liſten 
| to 
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to ſuch a propoſal. But, that there may not be a ſhadow of 


complaint 1 in future that the Ifle of Mann injures the Britiſh revenues, 


we will enact laws effectually to prevent any abuſes which other 


men have made of our charters; and Great-Britain ſhall have no 
cauſe to complain that the Iſle of Mann is made uſe of as a dep6t 
for ſpirits and goods, to be, © as opportunities occur, landed clan- 
deſtinely on her ſhores. 


And becauſe the Lords of the Iſle of Mann had the "RET" of 
being Britiſh ſubjects, and were poſſeſſed of hereditary honours and 


eſtates in North-Britain, ſhould that ſituation in juſtice have altered 
the caſe? Is their fall, with reſpect to the Ifle of Mann, the lighter ? 


Is the injury they ſuſtained the leſs ö 


All dominion is held under this condition, and for this end, 
that men may preſerve their property ſecure and inviolate; and 
when that of a private individual becomes neceſſary to be taken from 


him, for the public good, full and liberal compenſation ariſes to 


him from the fundamental impreilions of juſtice on the human 
mind. When Henry VIII. withed to take from ghe Duchy of 


Cornwall the manor of Wallingford, and extend his hunting- | 


grounds over it, an Act was neceflary for that purpoſe, which 
declared that he ſhould annex three manors in equivalent: Pro et in 
plend compenſatione pradiftt honoris & caſtri. 

| When the great Duke of Sully diſcovered the revenues of France 
overwhelmed with grants and charges to private individuals, attended 
with frauds, abuſes, concealments, &c. he reformed the abuſes, and 
diſplaced the collectors; but to the grantees he made full compenſa- 
tion, both to the Duke de Montmorency his friend, and to the 
Duke d'Epernon his perſonal enemy. 


The: 
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The fituation of Belleiſle is much the ſame with reſpect to France 
as the Ile of Mann is to England. It became the ſanctuary and 
refuge of pirates; Charles IX. took it into his own hands, but 


gave the proprietors a full equivalent. He granted it to Marthal | 


De Retz in 1572. It improved fo much, and became fo populous, 
in his hands, that the proſpect of re-uniting it to the Crown was 
revived in every reign, but never fully completed till 1726, when 
the Marquis de Belleiſle finally yielded it, and received in exchange 
the county of G1zors and ſeveral other conſiderahle eſtates. 


The Heritable Juriſdictions in Scotland is a ſtriking inſtance 
Theſe had long been looked upon with 
jealoaſy by the Crown. King James the Firſt formed a plan to put 
an end to them. He got an Act of. Parliament, ordaining that 
reparation. ſhould be made to the private proprietors, and naming 
Committioners, the higheſt perſons in the kingdom, to tranſact with 
them: but this ended in nothing. Other attempts of the like 
nature were afterwards made without effect by ſucceeding Monarchs, 


within our own) times. 


until the Act of the late King carried this ſalutary defign into exe- - 


cution ; and the public paid the proprietors a full and liberal equi- 


valent of L. 150,000, not for viſible or corporal inheritances, but 


for power, for pride, diſtinction, cuſtom of living, habits of think- 
ing, trains of followers, and the Highland dreſs. 


In this great national tranſaction, the utmoſt deliberation, can- 
dour, and liberality, were ſhown to proprietors; no private nego- 
ciations were Carried on, nor public compulſatories held out, to 
affect the value of their juriſdictions. 
exhibit their chims to the Supreme Civil Court of that nation ; 
they were. allowed to produce witneſſes to aſcertain the value; 
and the Court, after a full and deliberate hearing, and conſideration 
of all circumitances of advantage, honour, and emolument, folemnly 
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They were appointed to 
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1 
adjudged the worth of theſe feudal e which was enn y 
paid W Government. 


In a very late inſtance, this liberality of treating with an indi- 
vidual, for the ſacrifice of his property to the cond of the State, 


was obſerved by the Britiſh Miniſtry. 


The family of Forbes, of Culloden, were, by a grant prior to- 
the Union, poſſeſſed of an exemption from the duty of Exciſe, 
within their lands of Pairntoſh. This was found equally detri- 
mental to the revenue, as it was profitable to the proprietor, by ſpi- 
tits being diſtilled within theſe lands, and ſmuggled through the 
neighbouring country; but the Act which obliged Mr. Forbes to 
{ell his privilege to the Public, ordered a ſuitable compenſation, 
with due regard to the circumſtances, duration, and extent of the 
. privilege. The Lords of the Treaſury were authoriſed to treat with 
Mr. Forbes ; and, if they could not agree, the Barons of Exchequer 
were ordered to ſummon a Jury for the aſcertainment of its value: 
the Treaſury and Mr. Forbes could not agree, and the latter mode 
was adopted. An impartial and reſpectable Jury heard the private 
Proprietor; and they conſidered the proofs he offered of the value of 
his grant, not only intrinſically, but in reſpe& to the relative im- 
provement of his eſtate, and the probability of future advantages. 
They awarded a liberal and generous equivalent to be paid him. 


More examples are unneceſſary.— The very ſpirit of the Britiſh 
Government is founded in juſtice, honour, and the protection of 


private property. 


It was a misfortune to the family of Athol, that when the Lords 
of the Treaſury had determined to deprive them of their noble patri- 
mony, as Lords of Mann, they ſhould have done it partially, or, in 
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other words, force them to keep a mutilated property againſt their 
2510. Their intention, by taking the Iſle of Mann from the Lords, 
was, undoubtedly, to prevent illicit practices not to ruin the eſtate 

of an individual; which it has nearly effected. The ſchedule annexed 
to the Reveſting Act ſhows that the produce of the Iſland to the 
family was annually £. 7,293, on a medium of ten years: and it 
appears to have been progreſſively increaſing, as the Ifland increaſed 
in inhabitants and cultivation. For two-and-twenty years paſt— 
ever ſince the reveſtment—the family have, from various cauſes, 


ſcarcely received a return from the Ifland of one thouſand pounds 


annually; and from the eſtates purchaſed for L. 70,000, about 
L. 2,500 per annum. 


Immediately on the reveſtment, diſputes took place, as to what 
was meant to be given up, and what reſerved. Unfortunately the 
late Duke of Athol's mind was ſo hurt, and depreſſed, by the man- 
ner in which that tranſaction had been carried on, that he never 


could bring himſelf to give any further attention for the period that 


he ſurvived the ſurrender of it; of courſe every doubtful point was 
left to be determined at the 8 of his Agent there, who aſpired 
after lucrative offices, and emoluments, then in the gift of the 
Crown. Thele purſuits, no doubt, made him relax a little in ſtand- 
ing forth as a vigilant guardian of the Duke's remaining rights: he 
obtained from the Crown the ottice of Clerk of the Rolls, &c. with a. 
falary of J. 100 fer annum, beſides perquitites and authority : the 
Duke had nothing left to beſtow in the Iſland ; the Crown Officers, 


-conlequently, made their own arrangements, whenever. there was 


the leaſt opening for cavil: works oi tenants, vrrecks of the ſea, 
tithings, herring cuſtoms, derelict lands, treaſure trove, and a 
multitude of other branches, meant to be reſerved to the family, and 
ſtrictly maperial, were neglected, or given 5 to, or taken by the 
Oticers off the Crown. When any complaint was made, intica of 
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being properly inquired after, they were uniformly remitted for the 
report of the very perſons complained of :—of conſequence it was 
impoſſible to meet with redreſs ; - claſhing of juriſdictions, and the 
want of the manerial powers being NN defined, have occafioned 
one uninterru pted ſcene of e e and litigation. 


In this manner were frittered away u thoſk privileges, perquiſites, 
and advantages, meant to be reſerved to the family, even by the 
hard bargain they were ſubjected to; and no more was left them 
than the quit- rents and alienation fines payable by their tenants in 
the Ile ; with ſome other private prope; 


By giving up, for the public good, when the plans of Miniſtry 
required it, a ſovereignty, with noble and high prerogatives, rights, 
and juriſdictions, without any equivalent received for them; by ſell- 
ing a permanent, and increaſing revenue, of about 5 or 6,000 J. 
per annum, unconnected with illicit practices, for £. 70,000 (pro- 
ducing at this period only J. 2,500); by the annihilation of moſt, if 
not all of their private rights and properties meant to be reſerved ; 
the Athol family have undergone diſtreſſing, and, perhaps, unex- 
ampled hardſhips, for two-and-twenty years. Nothing reprehen- 
ſible on their part drew down upon them this ſevere fate: that they 
were no gainers by the illicit practices, is a clear caſe ; for the revenue, 


from a fair, and even a very reſtrained importation, now equals their 
returns, from importations ſaid to have ſupported illicit trade, to the 
amount of above half a million annually. Had they drawn the 
revenue ariſing from that prodigious ſource, inſtead of about J. 6000, 
their income would have exceeded L. 17,000 ; and that they had a 
right to do ſo, in terms of charters confirmed by Acts of Parliament, 
is undeniable. 
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Prom theſe hardſhips of a private and innocent family, Govern- 
ment have, according to their own computations at the time, drawn 
an increaſe of revenue of J. 350,000 : they have acquired 30,000 
ſubjects; they have acquired the right of appointing judges, and 
officers civil and military, in the Ifland ; they have acquired its 
coinage, its Caſtles, its fea-ports, and its hat bours; they have acquired 
the fiſheries on its coaſt ; in ſhort, for F. 70,000, they have acquired, 
and enjoyed for twenty-two years, advantages to Britain, the poſſeſ- 
ſion whereof, for three months only, were far ſurpailing that ſum in 
value. | 


It is not probable, it cannot be, that the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Treaſury intended to acquire ſo much at ſo ſmall a rate. The 
miſtaken notions of that time were, that the Duke's revenue from 
the cuſtoms of the Ifle, about J. 5,700 per annum, aroſe ſolely from 
illicit trade, and Government had a juſt and good right to ſupprels that, 
and reduce the Lord's cuſtoms to nothing. Theſe cuſtoms, therefore, 
were not the object of purchaſe, but only the right to place revenue- 
officers belonging to Britain, for the annihilation of this ſource of reve- 
nue: this was the ſole and only purpoſe for which Government deemed 
£,.70,000 an equivalent; and, had the Duke known the nature of his 
eſtate, he would have treated on this footing : he would have ſaid, My 
revenue of cuſtoms will remain equal to what it now is; yourſelves 
ſhall be my collectors; I agree to your banithing illicit trade; I 
fell you, for . 70,9200, the right to ſtation revenue-officers in my 
Iſland, to protect the fair trade of Britain. — Britain, by your own 
account, will gain . 350,000 by the bargain yearly : it is right the 
ſhould pay her own officers, which are not neceſſary to me. Would 
Miniſtry have heſitated to cloſe with a propoſal fraught with ſuch. 

advantages to Britain? They would readily have purchaſed the 
_ privilege on the Duke's terms; they would have paid their revenue- 
| | officer. 
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officers. And experience has ſhown, that, after all illicit trade had 
been ſuppreſſed, the Duke's revenue would not only have remained 
undiminiſhed, but continued increaſing, and all his honours and 
prerogatives remained entire to him. 


Under all theſe circumſtances, the Duke of Athol, as heir, under 
ſtrict entail, to an eſtate attended with ſuch high and valuable 
prerogatives, throws himſelf on the wiſdom and juſtice of the 
Parliament of his Country; fully ſatisfied that that wiſdom 

and juſtice, which has always fo eminently diſtinguiſhed the 
Legiſlature of Great-Britain, will grant to him and to his 


Family every relief which is not inconſiſtent with the public 
advantage to beſtow, | 
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